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petitive examination thus belongs to his general con-
demnation of mechanism in education.

Here Mr. Ruskin does yeoman service in a cause
which all true educationalists have at heart. The bar-
barous method of goading boys and girls to knowledge
by appealing to the lust of self-assertion, and by setting
each one's head and heart against his fellow's in the
pursuit of intellectual wealth, is even more base and more
unnatural than the corresponding policy in material
industry. The limitation of supply of the best materials
of industrial wealth affords there a "natural" basis of
antagonism, only to be overcome by the growth of social
sentiment: whereas no such limits apply to intellectual
wealth; one man in gaining knowledge need not make
another lose, or by increasing his store reduce the store
of another. It is only when the true ends of education,
knowledge, and self-development, are deliberately set
aside and some false end, pride of place, or some ex-
traneous prize, is thrust forward, that the appeal of a
competitive examination is made effective. But while
thoughtful reformers are sensible of the folly and the
immorality of corrupting the love of ideas in the young,
in making learning a means to a narrow selfish end,
there is some fear that this cause is injured by the
undue preaching of counsels of perfection. There is
this root-difficulty in all education, that the application
of the ideally best motives presumes a more complete
attainment of rationality in the learner than can ex
hypothesi actually exist. Just as in the early physical
training of a child, certain habits of necessary conduct
must be authoritatively imposed, because the intelli-
gence is too crude and unformed to understand their
rationality ; so in intellectual education we cannot always &c.).nstain this sentiment.eligious policy, and of a
